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Jothe PRINTER of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
SIR, 


BEG leave to prefent to your readers the following original 
and excellent refletions on one of our common fayings ; 
which I have met with in a valuable little work, lately pub- 
lithed, uncer the. title of ** The Mifcellaneous Companions ;” 
3 vols, 1zmo. by William Matthews, lately elected Secretary to 
the Bath Agricultural Society, 
I am, Your’s, &c, 
S. M. N. 
March, 1737. 








Refletions on the Old Saying, “* 4 Man is either a Foal 
or a Phyfician at Forty.” 


IT is acommon faying, that a man is either a fool or a phy 
Jician at forty.—Fow far mankind at that age are generally quae 
iified, either from nature or obfervation, to judge of bodily 
difeates or remedies, may be but a fruitlefs, and therefore an 
idle fpeculation, Neither is it of any high importance to beings 
made and circumftanced as we are, to know by what kind of 
malady we are beginning to make our decline towards the houfe 
appoisted for all living, 
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We mutt foon, at fartheft, approach towards the final period, 
which fo few are willing to confider as near at hand. And as 
all maladies fhould be. borne with fortitude and patience, and 
every individual has his allotted fhare of them ; it is of com- 
paratively {mall importance what thofe maladies are, provided 
we have not brought them upon ourfelves by our own intem- 
perance. 

Bur at the age of forty, the more obfervant of mankind will 
generally have noticed peculiarities and tendencies in the natu- 
ral conftitution of their bodies—wi!l have obferved what kind 
of aliments conduce moft to their general health ; what degrees 
of exercife, ftudy, or recreation, ferve moft to the fame end; 
and perhaps which, amongift the moe fimple aids of medicine, 
may be moft friendly and reftorative. 

Many, however, it is to be féared, from difregard to the wel- 
fare of their bodies, as well as their minds, will be found too 
ignorant for that period of life, and therefore mu come under 
the defcription of fools, rather than of phyficians. 

But the age of forty is a ferious period in the general term of 
human exiftence. Men may generally then make a molt impor- 
tant cafling up of the moral and religious account of human 
life.. It is time then for the ardour of youthful expectation to 
have fubfided, and a ferious retrofpect of the pait to take place, 
and check thé anticipation of future fchemes, and vifionary 
plans of worldly diftinétion and happinefs. 

The vanity of human nature fhouid thea, at leaf, have at- 
tained its méridian, if not have fubfided by the preffure of 
conviction,—how little this world can furnifh worth fetting the 
heart apon, how tranfitory its fancied pleafures, and how thort 
its moft endearing friendthips ! 

By this period of life the leffon may generally have been 
fully learned, that ** to every thing there is a feafon, and a 
time for every purpofe under Heaven.” Every intelligent per- 
fon may, by this time, have learned to contemplate connections 
broken, and never more to be repaired. Many of the compa- 
nions of our early youth, as well as perfons whom we had been 
accuftomed to confider with reverence, will have pafled away 
before us, and have entered the umdifcovered country, from 
whofe bourn no traveller is permitted to return with intelligence. 

The circle of our oldeft acquaintance will have been greatly 
thinned ; and if we would be Jefs folicary, we muft be looking 
towards another generation, frail asthe former, to fill up the 
places of tiofe friends whom we have lott. 

But that ardour of youthful affection, once natural to the 
huaran breaft, having fubfided, through the mortifications of 
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difappointment, into cooler and more cautious. thought, will be 
wanting to affift us in forming thofe attachments, which have 
yielded our former delight. 

The growing idea of the infirmities of nature, and the hy- 
roiliating f{cenes of diffolution, which neceffarily become often 
prefent to our minds, and lead usto the ferious and wife ejacue 
Jation, ** Lord, whatis man, and what are all the fancied feli- 
cities of the fons of men !” 

The delighted youthful hufband and father will frequently 
have begun to change, perhaps have long changed, into the 
difappointed and folicitous head of a family—looking for con- 
folation in the viciffitudes of life, only through a penfve truft in 
the invifible Father, and Head of the univerfal family. No 
other encouraging fource may remain in the view of the mind, 
for poffibilities of fafety and happinefs, through the opening 
valley of the fhadow of death ! 

The painfu! and tender mother, by this time, generally feels 
the weakening effets of child-bearing, and maternal affiduities. 
And thofe pledges of mutual endearment, which heretofore 
were the pleafant fruits of connubial intercourfe, begin to be- 
come objects of ferious trial and anxious uncertainty : and the 
careful 1efle€tions of Rebecca are brought home to the parental 
bofom : ‘* If Jacob alfo take a wife of the daughters of the 
land, what good fhall my life do me ?” 

AffeQtionate children, whofe pareats have {een them advance 
to this period of life, muft now be daily reckoning on the courfe 
of nature, which hall foon remove their venerable parents from 
their fight—lcaving them to the quick fucceffion of grey hairs, 
cecrepitude, pains, and diffolution, ‘Thus the language of the 
prophet* becomes familiarly remembered —‘* Man goeth to his 
Jong home, and the mourners go about the ftreets !” 

‘To fum up the importance of this period of human life, this 
feems to be about the natural ftage when our levity becomes 
fufpended, and real ferioufoefs at length begins. 

Some happier and more provident minds will earlier have an- 
ticipated the importance of ferioufnefs, and have been timely 
preparing to accompany the ancient in the {chool of wifdom :— 
Others, ever prone to be behind-hand with bofinefs of the firft 
importance, or to fleep like a ceatinel on his pott, will be found 
careleis amidit the furrounding world of urgency and danger; 
2Uz2 and 
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* A flight inaccuracy. I: is the language of the author of Eccle- 
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and will at lat be inevitably overtaken in the unprepared cha- 
racter of a fool.* 

Bat happy are thofe, who, regarding the health and well- 
being of the mind more than of the body, are improving, to the 
beft of purpofes, every period of life, by timely and virtuous 
confideration, 

Mifcellaneous Companions, Vol. Il. P. 86—g2. 


To thefe obfervations of our worthy and ingenious author, 
permit me to fubjoin the following, from two yery extraordinary 
perfos, Confucius and Rouffeau, 


‘¢ He (fays the Chinefe philofopher) that is arrived at the 
fortieth year of his age, and who has hitherto been a flave to 
fome criminal habit, is notin acondition to fubdue it. I hold 
his malady incurable; he will perfevere in his crime antil 
death.” 

The Morals of Confucius. 12mo. London. 1691. 


*¢ Dés ma jeuneffe (fays the philofopher of Geneva) j’avois 
fixé cette Epoque de guarante ans comme le terme de mes efforts 
pour parvenir, et celui de mes prétegtions en tout genre: bien 
réfolu, dés cet age atteint, & dans quelque fituation que de fufle, 
de ne plus me débattre pour en forur, & de paffer le refte de 
mes jours 4 vivre aw jour Ja journée fans plus m’occuper de 
Vavenir, Le moment venue, j’exécutai ce projet fans peine ; 
& quoiqu’ alors ma fortune fembla: vouloir prendre ane affierte 
plus fixe, j’y renongai non-fealement fans regiet, mas avec un 
plailir véritable, in me délivrantde tous ces leurres, de toutes 
Ces vaines efpérances, je me livrai pleinement a |’ incurie & au 
repos d’e{prit, qui fit toujours mon gott le plusdominant, & mon 
penchant le plus durable. Je quittai le monce & fes poimpes, je 
Fenoncai a toutes parares; plus d’ épée, plus de montre, plus de 
bas biancs, de dorure, de co¢ffure ; une perruque toute fimple, 
wn bon gros habit de drap ; & mieux que tout cela, je déracinai 
de mon coeur les cupidités & les convoitifes qui donn-nt da prix 
a tout ce que je quittois. Je recongai a la place que j’occupois 
alors, pour laquelle je n’ €cois nullement propre, & je me mis a 
copicr ce la mulique a tant la page, occupation pour laquelle 
javois eu tovjours ua gout décidé, 

«© Je ne vornai pas ma réiorme aux chofes extérierres, J 
fentis que celie la méme en exigeoit une autre plus péaible fio 
goute, mais plus néceffaire dans les opiniors; & réiolude n’ en 
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* “© A fool at forty is a fool indeed!” __ 
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pas faire a deux fois, j’entrepris de foumettre mon intérieur 
& un examen févere qui le rézlat pour le reite de. ma vie tel que 
je voulisle trouver 42 ma mort.” 


Les Confeffions de 7. F. Rouffeaa. 
fr A tranflation is requefled. 





As .A.N E C.D:0.T &. 


R. QUARME, the Yeoman Ufher of the Black Rod, 
iately ftood up at the var of the Houfe of Lords, and 
complained, that one Leake had behaved in a riotous manner at 
the avenue of the Houfe, and that he had iniulted Mr, Small. 
wool the conftable, upon his daily cuty, and Mr. Saipman the 
Marthaiman.—Upon this complaint t.e Hovfe ordered Leake 
to the bar; he appeared in a ftate of intoxication, with aa 
apron betore him, being by trade aco per. He was afked what 
he had to fay by way of exculpation. His reply created tome 
mirth in the Houfe ; it was briefly, that he bad a large quantity 
ot bad haitpence in his pocket ; that he had attempted to pais 
them ata public-houfe, where they were refufed; that the riot- 
ous behaviour with which he was charged, proceede. from his 
endeavouring to get into the Houle, to know what he fhould da 
with the bad halfpence.—He was committed to Tothil Bridewell 
during the pleature of the Houfe ; out three days after was 
diicharged on the prayer o: his fincere torrow for the offence, 
and in conlideration of his helpleds family. 








A CURIOUS CASE, 


N April 1783, a Lafcar Indian was engaged as cook on board 
aveflel bound from Englan.i to the coait of Guinea, apona 
coafting voyage, particuiarly for flaves. After trading a few 
weeks on the coalt, the Captain came on board one day, an 
having an altercation with his Lafcar cook, ordered the mat 
immediately to fet him on fhore, with his cheft and clothes. 
‘T bis cruel fentence was inftantly executed, the wretched Lafcar was 
hurried into the boat, and landed on one of the Plantain iflands. 
‘This lang was inbabiteu folely by favages, who were, hoveever, 
under the government of a negro, who had been a coniiderabie 
time in kngland, and had erected a fort here, for the purpole 
of defending his people fiom the favages ot the continent, vpon 
whom 
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whom he made frequent depredations, by carrying off the peo. 
ple and felling them into flavery. The Lafcar well knew 
that death or flavery muft be his fate. For feveral nights he 
wandered on the ifland, hiding himfelfin the day. On the 
ninth day the continent favages made a defcent upon this ifland 
in great numbers, attacked the fort, and having carried it, put 
the Commander to death, with every creatue found in his gar- 
rifon, and all the other inhabitants on the ifland able to bear 
arms. The Lafcar, during this confufion, feized a canoe, and 
trufting himfelf to the mercy of the fea, departed from the 
ifland ; and hunger compelling him to land upon the Continent, 
he was there difcovered by a party of 30 favages, who tied his 
hands behind his back, and marched him 14 miles to one of 
their villages. Here aconfultation was held upon his fate. It 
was propofed to put him to death ; butone of the favages dif- 
covering, that his hair was like their own, they refolved to fell 
him for a flave. For this purpofe he was carried to the coait, 
and fold to the Captain of a Welt India trader, and by him 
again fold to the Captain of a Liverpool veffel, who brought 
bim back to England, where he is now fuing for juftice, 





4n old Man’s Advice to a young Member of Parliament. 


NTER the Houfe of Commons as the temple of liberty : 

do rot difhonour that temple; preferve your freedom as 
the pledge of your integrity. Read, enquire, hear, debate, 
and then determine. Do not wishout enquiry app. ove of, nor 
without good caufe oppofe, the meafures of the Court. The 
true patriot will lend his affiftance to enable the King to admi- 
nifter juitice, to protect the fubje&, and to aggrandize the na- 
tion. Avoid bitter fpeeches ; you meet not to revile, but to 
reafon. The beft men may err, and therefore be not afhamed 
to be convinced yourfelf, nor be too ready to reproach others. 
Remember, that your ele€tors did not fend you to Parliament, to 
make your own fortunes, but to take care of their’s, Stand 
aloof from party rage, as you would from a peftilence ; there 
cannot be a greater mifchiet befal a country than a dreadful 
{pirit of diviiion, which rend it into two diftin& people, and 
makes them greater enemies toeach other, than if they were 
two acverfe nations. Ic finks virtue, deitroys common fenfe, 
and extinguifies the feeds of good nature, compaflion, and hu- 
manity. Leino vifionary dreams of pleafure allure you from 
your duty. You was not chofen by your ccuntry to ran after 


¢vels and operas ; therefore attend in your place itrictly. Ree 
member 
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member that ong vore fecured the Hanover fucceffion.-—Re- 
member too the fortification fcheme. By no means attempt to 
fpeak upon every queltion. Trees that bear the moft fruit, have 
always the leaft foliage. When you do fpeak, take {pecial care 
that itis to the purpofe ; and rather ftady to confine yourfelf to 
the fubje& with brevity and perfpicuity, than indulge yourfelf in 
the unneceflary difplay of a flowery imagination. If you feel 
all right within, you will fcorn to look round the Houfe for fap. 
port; for be affured, that God, your con{fcicnce, and your coun- 
try, will fupport youu=If you regulate your condué& by thefe 
few fimple and practical rules, you will be honoured whiit live 
ing, lamented when dead, fecure yourfelf a fair fame,and you 
may rationally expect immortal glory. 





Ae AN ECD OT E, 


Circumftance of a very fingular natare happened laf fum- 

mer at the feat of a nobleman in the vicinity of Herte 

ford :—A notorious poacher had for fome time infefted his Lord~ 
fhip’s park, and being one day detected by the keeper, the 
latter faid to him, ‘* What, have [ got you at lat!” To which 
the poacher with great effrontery replied, ‘‘ And have I got 
your” The keeper not underftandiog what the man meant, 
faid to him, ‘* Do you know thatI am the park-keeper?” The 
former replied, ** You may be fo, but I am ranger of the park.” 
He then produced a loaded pittol in one hand, and a Bible in the 
other, and not only compelled the poor keeper to {wear that he 
never would moleft him, or caufe him to be apprehended, but 
alfo obliged him to take him to his houfe and give him a good 


dinner. 





Oo R M A H. 
eH OBAEN TF ALT AE SE. 
By the Rev. Mr. Mavor,. 


ET pride be humbled in the duft! let the arm of Omnipa- 
L tence be univerfally acknowledged to over-rule the actions 
of men! and let every murmur at the difpenfation of Provi- 
dence, be filenced at the reflection of theirjultice! 

ORMAH, the foa of Coulor, the fovereign of nations, was 


very early one of the molt accomplithed young men of the Eat: 
he 
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he was born to the expectation of wealth, and the exercife of 
pdwer ; bat his heart was foon elated with the coafcioufaels of 
rank, and the pageantry of fhew ; and he forgot that authority 
is no longer defirable than while it is obeyed through love ; and 
that no {tate is lefs enviable than that which excites at once fear 
and con.empt. 

No fooner was he feated on the throne of his paternal domi- 
nions, than he aflumed an air very different from that which is 
the refult of true cignity, His commands were delivered in 
menaces, rather than in words ; his ediéts were thundered with 
the awe of irrevocable feverity ; and every appearance he made 
in public was only a prelude to violence, rapine, and marder, 

Reitrained by no ideas of juftice, and controuled by no ad- 
vice, he fought for gratification only from the difplay of arbitrary 
power ; and dreaded nothing fo much as the imputation of pu-. 
fillanimity and irrefolation. The prime. vizier was difgraced 
and banifhed, for daring ‘to open his lips in. defence of an in- 
nocent perfon, whom Ormah had condemned to death, without 
offering even a thadow of reafon for the feverity of fuch a de- 
cree; and every good, and confcientious man, under his go» 
vernment, either deplored in private the mifery of his fituation, 
or met inevitable fate in daring: to oppofe it. Such was the 
wnhappy difpofition of the fovereign whom Providence bad 

placec at the head of millions of fabjects, that in a few years after 
his affuming the reins of government, he had not a man in his 
dominions whofe heart was warm in his interelt through love, 
or attached to his perfon through gratitude. His palace was 
only filled with the abandoned minitters of his vengeance, and 
the abject vaffils of his power. He beheld with horror the, 
defertion of his court; and uttered, menaces of revenge, and 
Genunciaticns of the fevereft wrath, at being prevented from the 
exercife of his former power ; and, as fovereign (way was in his 
eitimation of no value, without being difplayed in acts of ty- 
ranny, and defpotifm, he iffued an order for every minifter under 
his government to attend his perfon on an appointed day, on 
pain of the utmolt feverity that offended majeity could inflict. 
‘The orders at firft-were heard with terror; and irrefolution 
feized on every dependest on the throne. Io a fhort time th 
conilernation which they had occafioned funk into deliberation ; 
cand as the :tranfition trom fear to hateis only a natural conie- 
quence, a confpiracy was formed againft the Sultan Ormah, and 
reiitance to his commands refolved on by the unanimous cons 
currence of thoufands whom only the fame of his cruelty had yet 
reached, 
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To ftrengthen their hands, and enfure fuccefs to their under- 
takings, they applied to a neighbouring prince to efpoufe their 
caufe and lead them on to deliverance or death. Between regal 
powers, jealoufy and fecret hate generally fubfift : an occafion 
to weaken or to enfnare one another will always be eagerly 
fought; and honour, which ought to be more facred, and more 
binding, in the higher ranks of life, will be often facrificed to 
party revenge, perfonal pique, or felfith and interefted views. 

His neighbour Abdallah thought this a valuable opportunity of 
aggrandizing his power, and extending his dominions. He 
embraced with eagernefs the execution of the plan offéred to 
him ; and before Ormah could be apprized of the revolt of his 
fubjeéts, he had marched an army of one hundred thoufand men 
into the heart of his kingdom. The fervile attendants on the 
perfon of Ormah dreaded to inform him of an event fo fatal 
to his authority, and fo dangerous to his perfon ; and although 
rumours were {pread abroad over all the imperial city and palace, 
that a confpiracy was formed, and ripe for execution, they tried 
to amufe him with a belief that thefe reports were groundle(s, 


“and that they were well affured he might expect to fee his of- 


ficers appear on the day appointed for their attendance, to court 
his fmiles, and acknowledge an implicit obedience to his 
will, 

Mankind are eafily induced to believe what they wifh. The 
weary traveller of the defart thinks at the utmoil extent of 
vifion he can difcover the rifing grove, or the winding ftream : 
he proceeds in his journey, and is difappointed ; yet hope again 
relieves him, and amufes him with furer belief. Such was the 
mind of Ormah : he could not fhut his ears againit the voice of 
trdth, and the warnings of approaching danger ; but he en- 
deavoured to fupprefs their operations, by induiging the delafions 
of hope ; and refted his confidence, whem he could no longer 
exert his power, on thofe whom he only regard€d as the flaves 
of his will; and who, in their turns, defpifed him, as the ob- 
jeGt of their terror. Abdallah, by haity marches, in a few days 
reached the capital ; and Ormah, in confufion and defpair, the 
very next morning, on which he expected to receive the homage 
ot his fubjects, and the adalation ot his court, faw it compleatiy 
invei.ed. A heart conicious of its own demerits on fuch aa 
occafion mult fuffer every pang. Bravery never aflociates with 
cruelty, mor can refolution be united to tyrannic oppretlios, 
Orman neither tried to divert the ftorm by activity, nor to 
combat it with compofure, He neither expottulated with his 
attendants, who were about to defert him, tor their deceit, nor 
did he confuit with them how to act: he was diltracted, and un- 

Vou. IX. 223. 2X reiolved. 
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refolved. He knew that his commands would carry no weight 
with them; that it was in vain to attempt to arm men who 
owed him neither allegiance nor regard. He ran raving round 
the palace ; and bewailed his fate, with expreffions which de- 
noted the moft abjeét debafement of mind : at laft he refolved 
to change his drefs, and to attempt his efcape. Without making 
a fingle perfon privy to his defign, he fallied oat of his palace 
io the habit of a peafant ; and, by the infignificance of his ap- 
pearance, attraed no notice, and underwent no examination 
from the foldiers of his enemy, through whofe ranks he was 
cbliged to pais. Without any particular road in view, he tra- 
velled on with the utmoft {peed, till the darknefs and fatigue 
obliged him to look about fora place to retin. As fearful at 
fecing the face of a fubje& as of an enemy, he ttudioufly avoided 
their dwellings ; and fabfifted on the {pontaneous produce of 
the earth, which luxury had before taught him to defpife, but 
were now rendered delicious by neceffity. To exceed the boands 
of his Cominions was his only fixed objeét. 

For many days he allowed himfelf but a fhort time to reft ; 
till at length, certain that he maft have far exceeded the limits 
of the kingdoms he had once ruled, and at the fame time being 
exhauiled with unremitted fatigue, he made up to a cave which 
he faw on the fide of a verdant hill over which he was travelling. 
He found it by nature formed as a convenient retreat to conceal 
mifery anc fallen power, and there he determined to take up his 
abode. The herbs and the roots which the vicinity of the cave 
afforded, fopplied him with food; and achryftal {pring ata 
{mall diftance flaked his thirft, In fuch a fituation, the paflions 
of malevolence could not be exercifed, nor the heart elated with 

ageantry and grandeur. ‘The mind of Ormah retired within 
itfelf ; he faw its deformity, and blufhed: he thonght of the 
power he had loft, and acknowledged the juftice of the Eternal. 
He beheld in its proper light, the nature of that authority he 
had been born to, and with the deepeft humility confefled the 
unworthy ufe he had made of it ; andthaugh he knew it was 
new too late either to prove the fincerity of his reformation, or 
atone for the tyranny of his oppreffion, he refolved, by a life of 
aufterity, and the fervice of Alla, to thew his contrition, and to 
regain the favour of Heaven. 

For feveral years he continued in the prattice of every re- 
ligious duty, and the mortification of every luit. The rifing 
fun heard his fupplications to the Prophet, and the twinkling 
itars at night bore witnefs to his contrition. 

One morning, as he rofe unufually early, and was offering up 
his adorations with all the tervour of peuiicntial devocion 5; on 

' a fudden, 
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a fudden, an old man, of a moft venerable appearance, whofe 
filver beard defcended far on his breaft, ftood before the alto- 
nifhed Ormah, and thus addreffed him. 

“© Son of the daft! though bora to the fovercignty of nations, 
the Prophet has feen your contrition, and has accepte¢ your 
prayers. You have found the fallacy of the maxims by which 
you formerly ruled, and experience will teach you wifdom. 
Your neighbour Abdallah, after ufurping your government, and 
committing a feries of crue!ties, in which he but too nearly ree 
fembled yourfelf, is now removed to the banks of the eternal 
ftream ; and the chiefs of your dominions are carneit in their 
enquiries after you, that the crower may not defcend to the fa- 
mily of the ufurper, but ftill remain in the regal line of your an- 
ceftors. I will conduct you this inftant to your palace, and ree 
place you on the throne,” 

Before the confounded Ormah could make any reply, he 
found himfelf feated on a fofa in the midft of his palace, and 
farrounded by his nobles, whom his venerable companion thas 
addrefled : ** Behold, in your fovereiga Ormah, a memorable 
inftance of the juftice of the Eternal, and of the omnipotence 
of his power! He has been tried and approved of by the im- 
mortal Alla, and will be no longer your tyrant, but your father,”* 
Then turning to Ormah—‘* Remember,” faid he, ** and let it 
be engraved upon the crown of every monarch upon earth, that 
government is only a power delegated for the happinefs of 
mankind ; and, to that end, mult be conducted by wifdom, 
juftice, and mercy.” 

With thefe words he difappeared, and left Ormah and his 
nobles in mutual wonder and awe. He was immediately ace 
knowledged by all his fubjects ; and, at their earneit requeft, 
took upon him the exercife of power, and the reins of govern- 
ment: and, bya faithful obfervance of the maxims of his ves 
nerable inftructor, endeared himfelf not only to his own fubjeéts, 
but to thofe of kingdoms very remote, Yet amidit the applaule 
he received, and continued to delerve, he {crupled not to ac- 
knowleoge that his hours of folitude and hu:niliation were the 
mott glorious parts of his lite, fince in them he had learned to 
know bimfelf, and to be ferviceable to mankind. After many 
happy years, he died univerfally lamented and refpected ; his 
body was embalmed and placed in the tomb of his anceftors ; 
and the same of Ormah is itill famous in the Eait, and never 
mentioned but with reipect, veneration, and regret. 
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Remarks on the gradual Progrefs made at different Periods 
in the Art of Ship-building. 





By Joun Reinuoup Forster, J. U. De 


F all the arts and profeffions which have at any time at- 
tracted my notice, fays he, none has ever appeared to be 
more aflonifhing and marvellous than that of Navigation, in 
the ftate, in which it is at prefent; an art which doubtlefs af- 
fords one of the moft certain and irrefragable proofs of the 
amazing powers of the human underftanding, This cannot be 
ma:'© mote evident, than when, taking a retrofpeétive view of the 
tottering, inartificial craft to which navigation owes its origin, 
we compare it with a noble and majeftic edifice, containing 10c0 
men, together with their provifions, drink, farniture, wearing 
apparel, and other neceflaries for many months, befides 100 
pieces of heavy ordnance; and bearing all this vaft apparatus 
fafely, and as it were on the wings of the wind, acrofs immenfe 
feas to the moft'diftant fhores. 
The following example may ferve for the prefent to delineate 
at ful! lengih, as it were, the idea above alluded to. Bat fir I 
mvuft premife, that a huge, unwieldy log of wood, with the 
greatcit cifficulty, and in the moft uncouth manner, hollowed 
out in the infice, and fomewhat pointed at both ends, and in 
this guife fet on a river for the purpofe of tranfportiog 2 or 3 
perions belonging to one and the fame family acrofs a piece of 
water a few feet deep, by the affiitance of a pole pufhed againk 
the ground, cannot with any propriety be confidered as the 
jmage of navigation in its firit and earlicit flage. For it feems 
evident to me, that people inthe beginning only took 3 or 4 
trunks of trees, and faftened them together, and then, by means 
of this kind of raft, got acrofs fuch waters as were too deep 
for them to ford over, and acrofs which they could not well 
{wim with their children, and various kinds of goods which they 
might wilh to preferve from being wet. The canoe, however, 
js a fpecimen of the art in a more advanced ftate, as this kind 
of craft is capable of having direction given toit, and even of 
fo capital an improvement asthat of having a iailadded to it, 
For this reafon I choofe this vehicle for a ftandard, in preference 
to a meie raft, towhich, imperfect as it is, it is fo much foperior, 
Let us, then, compare this with a large majettic floating edifice, 
he reiultof the ingenuity and united labours of many hundreds 
ids, and compoled of a great number of well proportioned 
ieces, nicely faftened together by means of iron nails and 
ht with tow and pitch, that no water 
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can penetrate into it. Now, in order to give motion and die 
rection to this enormous machine, fome aftonifhingly lofty pieces 
of timber have been fixed upright in it, and fo many moveable 
crofs pieces have been added toit, together with fuch a variety 
of pieces of ftrong linen cloth, for the purpofe of catching the 
wind, and receiving its impulfe and propelling power, that the 
nomber of them amounts to upwards of thirty. 

For changing the direétion of thefe yards and fails, according 
to particular circumftances, it has alfo been requifite to adda 
vaft quantity of cordage and tackling ; and, neverthelefs, even 
all this would not be fufficient for the perfect direftion and go- 
vernment of the veffel, if they were not faftened to the hinder 
part of it, by means of hinges and hooks, a moveable piece of 
wood, very fmall indeed in proportion to the whole machine, 
but the leaft inclination of which to either fide, is fufficient to 
give immediately a different direction to this enormous large 
gnafs,and that even in a ftorm, fo that two men may direct and 

overn this fwimming ifland with the fame or rather greater eafe 
than a fingle man can doa boat. 

But if, befides, we confider that, in a veffel like this, nota 
fingle piece is put in at random, but that every part of it hasits 
determinate meafure and proportion, and is fixed precilely ia 
that place which is the moit advantageous for it ; that, throughe 
out every part of it, there is diftributed an aftonifhing quantity of 
blocks, ftays, and pallies, for the purpofe of diminithing the 
friction, and of accelerating the motion of thefe parts; and even 
the bellying and wulted part of the fabric, together with its 
fharp termination underneath, are proportioned according to the 
nicelt calculations, and the molt accurately determined rules ; 
that the length and the thicknefs of the matts, the tize of the 
booms and yards, the length, width, and ftrength of the fails 
and tackling are all in due proportion to one anotier, according 
to certain rules founded upon the priaciplesot motion ; whca 
we confider all this, I fay, our admiration increafes more and 
more at this great mafter-piece of human power and uaders 
ftanding. 

Still, however, there ate wanting a few traits to complete 
this defcription. A man io health confumes in the fpace of 
24 hours, about eight pounds of victuals and drink ; conie- 
quently 800olb. of joovilions are required in {uch a chip. Now 
let us fuppofe ber to be fitted out tor turce months only, and 
we fhall find that fhe mutt be laden with 720,000:b. of provi« 
fions. A large 42 pounder weighs about 610vlu.1f made of 
brafs, and about §5o0olb, if of irons and generaiiy there are 28 


or 30 of thefeon -board a thip of 100 guns, the weight of whic, 
exclufive 
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exclufive of that of their carriages, amounts to 183,0c00lb, On 
the fecond deck there are 30 twenty-four pounders, each of 
which weighs about s1oolb. and therefore all together amount 
10 153,c0o0lb. and the weight of the 26 or 28 twelve pounders on 
the lower deck amounts to about 75,400lb. that of tre 14 fix 
pounders on the upper deck, to about 26,6oolb. and befides that, 
on the round tops, there are even three pounders and fwivels. 
Now, if to this we add, that the complete charge of a forty- 
two pounder weighs about 64!b. and that at leaft upwards of 100 
charges are required for each gun, we fhall find this to amount 
nearly to che fame weight as the guns themfelves. In addition 
to this we muft reflect, that every fhip mult have, by way of pro- 
viding againit exigencies, at leatt another fet of fails, cables, 
cordage, and tackling, which all together amount to a confid¢r- 
able weight. 

The ftores likewife, confifting of planks, pitch, and tow ; 
the chefts belonging to the officers and failors; the furgeon’s 
ftores, and vari¢us other articles requifite on a long voyage ; as 
alfo the fma)l arms, bayonets, {words, and piltols, are no incon 
fiderable load; to which we maft finally add the weight of the 
crew, which is not very trifling ; fo that one of thefe large fhips 
carries at leaft 2162 tons burthen, or 4,324,0001b. ana at the 
fame time is fleered and governed with as much eafe as the 
fmallett boat. 

Now, the confideration of thefe circumftances alone is fufli. 
cient to excite the molt ferious reficétions in a contemplatice 
mind ; and yet, if fuch a fhip failed along the coaft only, and 
never loit fight of the fhore, as the navigators of old afed to do, 
we might itll be tempted to look upon navigation as an ealy 
and triiling bufinefs. But the finding the ftraiteft and fhorteit 
way over an ocean of more than 600% 80 degrees in longitude, 
and 30 or 40 in latitude; or acrcfsa track trom 4000 to 6000 
miles in extent, by day or by night, in fair weather or in foul, 
aswell when the fky is overcait as when itis clear, and often 
with no other guide than the compafs (which does not even 
pomt direct to the north in all places), and the being able to de. 
termine the true pofition of the fhip at fea by the height of the 
fun, though this latter be enveloped ia clouds, or to direst one’s 
ecerte by the moon and the itars with iuch exactnefs and pree 
cilion, as not to makea mifiake of the value of half adegrce 
or 30 miles ; this at leaft fhews the progrels and great perlection 
of apart practilea by afet of people, of whofe underitandings 
many conceited and fupercilious landmen have but a mean opi- 
mon, and whole plain and Gmple manners they trequeatly take 
thy lacerty of turning into ridicule. 

A violent 
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A violent ftorm of wind will make us tremble with fear, even 
in a ftrong well built houfe, and in the midi of a populous 
city ; yet we have feldom cr never either feen or experienced 
the vaft power of the enraged waves, when beat about by the 
winds, and dafhed againft each other till they feem transformed 
into froth and vapour, and the whole furface of the ocean pre- 
fents to the eye a confufed fcene of immenfe watery mountains 
and bottomlefs precipices ; and yet on fuch a fcene as this, the 
true feaman, provided he has but a good fhip, rides with calia 
and unfhaken courage, andthinks himfelf as fafe ia the midi of 
the ocean as in the midft of the belt fortified caftle. 





For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
B O N M oO T. 
[Communicated by James Lovibond, of Orhery.} 


Country gentleman afked a Merry Andrew why he played 

the fool ? To which the buffoon anfwered, ‘* For the 

fame reafon as you do—for want ; but your’s is for want of «wir, 
and mine for want of zzoney.” 





Memento to the Lovers of French Wines, 
By Dr. Watson. 


EITHER cerufe, nor litharge, nor minizin, have any tafe, 
but any of thefe tabftances being boiled in dilftilled vine- 
gar, which has an acid tafte, willbe diifolved in it; and the fo- 
lution being cryftallized, will give one of the fweetelt fubitances 
in natore, called Saccharam Saturni, or fugar of lead. It és this 
property which lead has of acquiring a {weet tafte by a folutioa 
an an acid, that has rendered it {0 ferviceable to thofe wine mer- 
chants, who, refpecting their own profit more than the lives of 
their cuftomers, have not fcrupled to attempt recovering wines, 
which had turned four, by putting into them large quantities ct 
cerofe or litharge, 

I believe this adulteration is punifhed with death in fome 
parts of Germany ; and it isto be wifhed that it met with that 
punifhment every where. 

In the year 1750, the Farmers General in France being afto- 
nilhed at the great quantities du via gate which were brought 
into Paris, in order tobe made into vinegar, redoubled theig 

refearches 
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refearches to find out the caufe of the great increafe in that ar- 
ticle ; for near 30,000 hogfheads had been annually brought in 
for a few years preceding the year 1750, whereas the quantit 
annually loft in 40 years before, did not exceed 1200 hoz. 
heads.—They difcovered that feveral wine merchants, afluming 
the name of vinegar merchants, bought thefe four wines (which 
were flill rendered more four by pouring into each hogthead fix 
pints of vinegar before it was fold), and afterwards, by means 
of litharge, rendered them palatable, and fold them as genuine 
wines. 

Our Englifh vintners, there is reafon to fear, are not lefs 
{crupulous, in the ufe of this poifon than the Frengh merchants ; 
for it not only correéts the acidity of four wines, but it gives a 
richnefs to meagre ones, and by this property the temptation to 
ufe it is much encreafed. 

The reader may foon furnifh himfelf with the meansof de- 
tecting lead when diffolved in wine, Let him boil together in 
a pint of water, an ounce of quick lime and half an ounce of 
flour of brimitone, and when the liquor (which will be of a yel- 
low colour) is cold, let him pour it into a bottle, and corking it 
up, referve it forufe. A few drops of this liquor being let fall 
anto a glafs of wine or cyder, containing lead, will change the 
whole intoa colour more or lefs brown, according to the quane 
tity of lead which it contains ; if the wine be wholly free from 
lead, it will be rendered turbid by the liquor, but the colour will 
be rather a dirty white than a blackifh brown. 





—_ 


MEMOIRS OF THE LATE SIR JOHN HILL. 
[From Sir John Hawkins’s Life of Dr. Johnfon]. 


R. JOHN HILL was originally an apothecary, and a ftue 
D dent in Botany, in which he was encouraged by the late 
uke of Richmond and Dr. Petre, but finding that an unpro- 
fitable purfuit, he made two or three attempts as a writer for the 
ftage ; a failure in them drove him back to his former ftady, in 
tke courfe whereof he got introduced to Mr. Martin Folkes and 
Mr. Henry Baker, leading members of the Royal Society, who 
finding him a young man of parts, and well fkilled in natural 
hiliory, recommended him among their friends. His fir pube 
licaticn was a tranflation from the Greek of a imall trac, Theo 
phraitus, on Gems; which being printed by fubfcriptton, pros 
duced him fome money, and fuch a reputation, as indaced the 
bookicllers toengage him in writing a general Natural Hitory 
in 
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in two volumes in folio, and foon after, a Supplement to Cham- 
bers’s Ditionary. He had noacademical education ; but his 
ambition prompting him to be a graduate, he obtained, from 
one of thofe Univerfities which would fcarce refufe a degree to 
an apothecary’s horfe,a diploma for that of dottor of phyfic. 
After this, he engaged in a variety of works, the greater part 
of which were mere compilations, which he fent forth with in- 
credible expedition ;. and though his charafter was never in fuch 
high eftimation with the bookfellers, as to entitle him to an ex. 
traordinary price for his writings, he has been known by fuch 
works as thofe above-mentioned, by novels, pamphlets, and a 
periodical paper, called The Infpector, the labour of his owa 
head and hand, to have earned in one year 15ool. He was 
vain, conceited, and in his writings difpofed to fatire, and li- 
centious fcurrility, which he indulged without any regard to 
truth, and thereby became engaged in frequent difputes and 
quarrels that always terminated in his own difgrace. For fome 
abufe in his Infpeétor, of a gentleman of the name of Brown, 
he had his head broke in the Circus of Ranelagh Gardens, He 
infulted Woodward the playerin thé face of an audience, and 
engaged with him in a pamphlet war, in which he was foiled*. 
He attacked the Royal Society in a Review of their Tranf- 
actions, and abufed his old friends Mr. Folkes and Mr. Baker 
for oppofing, on account of his infamous character, his admiifioa 
among them as a member. In the midit of all his employ- 
ment, he found time and means to drive about the town in his 
chariot, and to appear abroad, and at all pablick places, at 
Batfon’s coffee-houfe, at mafquerades, and at the opera and 
play houfes, {plendidly drefled, and, as often as he could, in the 
front-row of the hoxes. ‘Toward the end of his lite, his repa- 
tation as an author was fo funk by the flovenlinefs of his com- 
pilations, and his difregard to truth in what he related, that he 
was forced to betake himfelf to the «ending a few fimple medi 
Cines, namely, Effence of Water Dock, ‘Tincture of Valerian, 
Balfam of Honey, and Elixir of Bardana, and by pampiiets, 
afcribing to them greater virtues than they had, impofed on the 
credolity of the people, and thereby got though not an honeil, 
a competent livelihood. 


Vou. IX, 223. 2¥ Two 


* It was faid of Hill, that when he met, in any botanick garden, with 
a curious plant that was portable, he would convey it away, and that he 
was Once detetted in an attempt of that kind. Woodward, 10 a pamphlet 
written agaioft him, alluded to this fact by prefixing to it, asa motto, 
this appofie citation trom Shakefpeare’s Romeo and Juliet, 
sis I do remember an Apothceary, 


“** Calling of Simples.””-—— 
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Two years before his death, he had, as he gave out, received 
from the King of Sweden, the inveftiture of Knight of one of 
the orders of that kingdom, in return for a prefent to that mo- 
narch of his ‘* Vegetable Syftem,”’ in 26 folio volumes. With 
all his folly and malignity, ke entertained a fenfe of religion, 
and wrote a vindication of God and nature, againit the fhallow 
philofophy of Lord Bolingbroke.” 


+ There was nooccafion for Sir John Hawkins to be thus guarded in 
this expreffion, for Hill certain/y was honoured with the order of Wa/a. 
—Our author himfelf is not more a Knight than Hill was. 





An ANECOD OT E, 


N the viciaity of Fordingbridge, a few weeks ago, a man 
walked very ferioufly into the church, and lifting up his 
hands demanded filence ; then addrefling himfelf to the clergy 
man, he faid, ‘‘ Zur, my hous is vell down, and I wonts anoe 
ther; and as they muft be aul gude Chriftian voke thatdo come 
to hear your farments, { thought this the propereft place to come 
to vor releev.” 





Anfwer, by F. Williams, of Colyton, to F. Rofs’s Queftion, 
inferted ‘fanuary 29 


HE figure being conftructed, it appears that the lines 
joining the points where the fhips are fuppofed to be, 
form a right angled triangle, the third fhip being at the 
right angle ; and becaufe the port is equally diftant from 
each fhi,, it muft be iff the middle of the hvpothenufe, 
that is, in the middle between the firft and fecond thips. 
Then, by Mercator’s Sailing, 1 find the difference of 
Jongitude between the firft and fecond fhips to be 4601 
min. and between the firft and third 3206 min. fo that the 
longitude of the firft thip is 70° 35’ W. of the fecond 
11° 3! W.and of the port 49° 2’ and half W. alfo the 
diftance of cach fhip from the por, is 16146 miles g 
firft fhip E. by N. 
And the port bears from the 3 fcond W. byS. 
third N. W. by W. 


Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by F. Goole, of St. Breock, to T. Petvin’s Anagram, 
inferted March 13, 1786. 


ROMAN is the word which I, dear Sir, tran{pos’d, 
And ARMON, fon of Saul, I foon thereby difclos’d ; 
Then I chang’d M for A, the fame tranfpos’d once more, 
Then AARON did appear, a prieft in days of yore, 





Anfuer, by F. Baft, of Exeter, to F.Widgery’s Anagram, inferted 
February 12. 


Mis tranfpos’d a MINE doth fhow, 


From whence all metals genuine flow. 


Iti] We have received the like anfwer from J. Beck, of 
Mr. Quant’s School, Hinton St. George; W. Goodden, of 
Somerton ; and A. A, of Sturminfter-Newton. 





Anfwer, by W. Goodden, of Somerton, to Martinus Scriblerus’s 
Rebus, inferted January 22. 


OUR myftic lines with care I did perufe, 
And found LAMPOON’s the objeé&t of your mufe, 
In which Jibellous people do defame 
With words fatirical a perfon’s name. 


1§t We have received the like anfwer from J. Widgery, 
of Plymouth; and P, Baftow, of Buckfaltleigh. 





Anfwer, by F. Sibly, near Bodmin, 10 C.C.'s Enigma, inferted 
February 12. 


OME, lovely {pring, drefs’d like a Queen, 
C Beauteous in hill and dale, 
When grais doth grow and rofes blow 

In every pleafant vale. 


But oh! anon the hufbandman 
With fcythe fweeps all away ;' 
Low to the ground we are cut down, 
And then our name is HAY. 
2Y2 ttt We 
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ttt We have received the like anfwer from J. Crabb, of 
Linkinhorne ; J. Lovibond, of Othery; J. Teed, of Mr. Pal- 
mer’s School, Topfham; and W, Goodden, of Somerton. 





A QUESTION, by F. Arthur, of Eglofhayle. 


N ANKIND are oft inclin’d to various arts, 
L* improve their minds and cultivate their parts ; 
So ’tis with me, who many aday and night 
A fcience long have ftudied with delight; 
From what’s below, kind Sirs, be pleafed to thew, 
In Goadby’s page, this fcience forth to view. 


xx-+x=182 
38y —yy=357 
zZu-+vu=198 
vz+uz=—228 
vu-+v2z—84 


Where the values of x, y, z,u, and v, fhew the alpha- 
betical places of the letters that compofe the name of the 


{cience. 





4 QUERY, by F. Baf, of Buckfafleigh. 


T what period was the circuits of the Judges firft ap- 
pointed ? 





‘ ‘4a ANAGRAM, by E. Sherman, of Ughorough. 


HAT I’m in now, tranfpofe it well, 
What | cid firftit plain will tell. 





4A CHARADE, 4y F. Goole, of St. Breock. 


AIL thou my firtt, which art enthron’d above, 
And thee my next, which all men fhould improve ; 
My whole that part of time will name 


When this world out of chaos came. , 
A REBUS, 
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4 REBUS, dy P, Gove, of Exeter. 


Faithful man muft be defery’d, 
His taith peculiarly was try’d ; 
A mountain next you are to note, 
God from a cloud to Mofes fpoke ; 
A fith you are defir’d to find 
Which is efteem’d, Sirs, by mankind ; 
A flower next you muft difplay, 
Which looks moft beaotifal and gay ; 
An inftrument maft next be found, 
Well known for its melodious found ; 
Now, Sirs, you mufi make appear 
One of the months that form the year; 
A bird that feeks to fhun the light, 
That’s feldom feen but in the night; 
A fruit, ye gents, you muft exprefs, 
Much lik’d for its delicivufnefs ; 
Of time a period you mutt thew, 
Which is laft, anc fo adieu, 
Join thefe initials right, you'll find 
A f{cience that iniproves the mind. 





An ENIGMA, by Amicus, of Shaftefury. 


’M abhorr’d and detefted-wherever I’m feen ; 
I My fhape is deform’d, and fo is my mien ; 
Though there, as ’tis faid, a part of me is found 
With a portion of beauty’s lov’d excellence crown’d, 
But fay, do you with to difcover my name? 
A {mall monotyliable tells you the fame: 
If your fancy inclines you to cut it in two, 
Tt will Englifh and Latin prefent to your view ; 
And if you feek farthcr, the more you'll obtain, 
For one part will the meaning ot t’other explain. 


Oh ae det eee dee eee eae dete atest cde ale oh 
ERRATUM.—n F. Whitcombe’s anfwer, inserted 


February 195 forx =fa~mn, read x = fa~7mn. 
POETRY. 





























P OO. 6 FB RT 


THE HAPPY MEETING. 


4 failor fighs as finks his native fhore, 

As all its leffening turrets bluely fade ; 

He climbs the maft to feaft his eye once more, 
And bafy fancy fondly lends her aid. 


Ah! now, each dear domeftic fcene he knew, 
Recall’d and cherifh’d in a foreign clime, 
Charms with the magic of a moon. light view, 
Its colours mellow’d, not impair’d by time. 


True as the needle, homeward points his heart, 
Through all the horrors of the flormy main ; 

This the laft with, with which its warmth could part, 
To meet the {miles of her he loves again. 


When morn firft faintly draws her filver line, 
Or eve’s grey clouds defcend to drink the wave; 
When fea and fky in midnight darknefs join, 
Still, Mtill he views the parting look the gave. 


Her gentle fpirit, lightly hov’ring o’er, 
Attends his little bark from pole to pole ; 
And, when the beating billows round him roar, 
Whifpers {weet hope to footh his troubled foul. 


Carv’d is her name in many a {picy grove, 
In many a plantain foreft, waving wide, 
Where dutky youths in painted plumage rove, 
And giant palms o’er-arch the yellow tide. 


But 
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Bat lo, at laft he comes with crowded {ail ! 
Lo, o’er the cliff what eager figures bend } 

And hark, what mingled murmurs fwell the gale ! 
In each he hears the welcomeof a friend. 


= ’Tis fhe, *tis fhe herfelf! the waves her hand ! 
Soon is the anchor caft, the canvas furl’d; 

Soon through the milk-white foam he fprings to land, 
And clafps the maid he fingled from the world. 











ELEGIAC STANZAS, 
Written by a young Lady. 


EASON may foothe the philofophic foul, 
And ruthlefs ftoics boaft their manly pow’rs, 
But my fad heart rejeéts their wife controul, 
Nor heeds their precepts in my lonely hours, 


Vain is each art to quell the rifing figh, 
Or bid the tear of forrow ceafe to flow ; 

Nature revolts! nor bears one calm reply 
To check the plaints of mifery and woe. 


Still flow fad tear! for Heav’n approves the flrain, 
And marks with pity each diftra&ting thought, 
Nor e’er forbids the mourner to complain, 
Or mocks the bofom with affliGion fraaght. 


Ah me! no more a mother’s tender care 

The giddy moments of my youth ‘hall guide ; 
No more fhall I her kind attention fhare, 

Or in her friendly intercourfe confide. 


How oft with pleafure in my infant ftate 
She foftly drew me to her foft’ring brea! 

How oft the kifs, with tendernefs replete, 
The fond emotions of her {oul exprefs’d ! 


*T was her’s the {weets of focial life to prove, 
Each traitof wedded happinefs to fhare ; 
She liv’d a pattern of maiernal Jove, 
And rear’d her offspring with attentive care, 
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While from her lips devotion freely flow’d, 
With honeft trath and piety fincere, 

Her artlefs breaft with pare religion glow’d, 
For ev’ry Chriftian virtue centred there, 





BAGA TELL E, 


6 Bey heroes Equeftrian laff Sunday muft go, 

And {nuff the frefh daft up and down Rotten-Row : 
The firft to the bridge had fcarce canter’d his hack, 

When down came the horfe, and poor Bob from his back. 
Bucephalas quickly refolv’d what to do, 

His mafter was off, fo he e’en was off too. 

Some quizzes juft then fiock’d around him to fay, 

*« Pray tell us, did th’ horfe, Sir, with you run away ?” 
Bob inftant reply’d, .*« Know each fool about me, 

*« He ran lot away with, ’tis plain, but withour me.” 








Epitaph on a Weool-Comber, who was hung for frealing 
Sheep. 


[Communicated by J. Goole, of St. Breock.] 


Bowie tea this gallows lies Tom Kemp, 
Who liv’d by woo/, and dy’d by Lemp. 
The fleece would not foflice the glattoo, 

But with it he muft fteal the mutton : 

But had he work’d, and liv’d uprighter, 

He’d ne’er been hang’d for a theep biter. 





For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
EPITAPH ON A COBLER, 


ENEATH this fhade 
There lies a blade, 

Who many foles hath mended ; 

But now grim death 

Has tlopp’d his breath, 
And here his doétrine’s ended. 

We CORY. 
Craxborne, Derfet, March 20, 1737. 
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